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FRANCINE BUCHNER
OTTAWA, Canada:

AAUU DD II EE NN CC EE   MM EE MM--
BB EE RR SS wwhhoo   ssaatt   iinn
oo nn   tt hh ee   ff ii rr ss tt   ee vv ee rr

CC aa rr ii bb bb ee aa nn   dd ii aa ss pp oo rr aa
ffoorruumm  iinn  CCaannaaddaa,,  aatt  tthhee
UU nn ii vv ee rr ss ii tt yy   oo ff   TT oo rr oo nn tt oo
aa uu dd ii tt oo rr ii uu mm   ll aa ss tt   ww ee ee kk
pprreesssseedd  tthheeiirr  rreeppss  oonn  aa
rraannggee  ooff   iissssuueess  iinncclluudd--
iinngg   mmiiggrraatt iioonn  aanndd  tthhee
tt rr uu ee   ss tt aa tt uu ss   oo ff
CC aa rr ii bb bb ee aa nn   // CC aa nn aa dd aa
rreellaattiioonnss..

In fact for one man who
made the two-hour journey
from London, Ontario, the
situation in Haiti, the
Caribbean’s poorest coun-
try, was priority one. Haiti
is the newest member of
CARICOM.

He asked the commission-
ers present to outline what
plan CARICOM had if any
to help those Haitians in
the United States who come
to Canada claiming refugee
status. 

REINTEGRATION
But Brendon. C. Browne,

High Commissioner of the
Eastern Caribbean States
(O.E.C.S) said while he
called on Canada to with
help a reintegration plan to
stem the problem of crimi-
nal deportees, there were
restrictions on how much
the reps could do.

“Canada defines a refugee
as a person who faces perse-
cution  if they  return to the 

CARIBBEAN DIASPORA
FORUM IN CANADA

FRANCINE BUCHNER PHOTOS
From Left: Caribbean High Commisioner’s, Evadne Coye (Jamaica), Rajnarine Singh (Guyana), E.E. Greaves (Barbados), Camille Robinson-Regis (Trinidad and Tobago),
Michael Smith (Bahamas) and Brendon C. Browne (Eastern Caribbean States) at the first-ever CARICOM Diaspora Public Forum last Friday in Toronto.

Members of the audience queue to ask questions of
the Caribbean High Commissioners last Friday. Please see DIASPORA, E2

MOVING
ON: CRNM
boss quits
BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, CMC:
THE DIRECTOR General of
the Caribbean Regional
Negotiating Machinery
(CRNM), Ambassador Henry
Gill, has resigned effective
June 30.

A statement issued by the
Barbados-based CRNM said
that the resignation follows
the March decision taken by
the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) leaders to incor-
porate the CRNM into the
CARICOM Secretariat as a
Specialised Department.

“I believe that the new dis-
pensation for the functioning
of the CRNM that the
Conference mandated at its
Twentieth Inter-Sessional
Meeting could best be given
effect under new leadership,”
Gill said.

CARICOM Chairman and
Prime Minister of Belize,
Dean Barrow, in an interview
with the Caribbean Media
Corporation (CMC) last
month, confirmed that the
process had already started to
transform the CRNM, which
has been the lead agency on
external trade negotiations.

“There was a full and frank
discussion as to the relative
merits of keeping the CRNM
on its own, trying to regu-
larise it by making it a spe-
cialised organ of CARICOM
or incorporating it into the
structure of the Secretariat,
and the majority, in fact, the
unanimous view was that we
should opt for the latter,” he
said.

He said there were “practi-
cal, as well as perhaps philo-

sophical reasons”

Please see
CRNM, E2
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