
By Francine Buchner

TORONTO, Canada:

W HEN BARBADOS PM,
David Thompson, took
the stage last week at the

Delta Toronto East Hotel in
Scarborough on Saturday, it was
to say thanks to the Diaspora for
its support in winning the gener-
al elections, as well as detail the
successes of his new government.
“Your individual contributions
are what made the victory easier
and your individual contribu-
tions are what made the victory
sweeter,”he said.

“One thing that I’ve learned in 30
years of active politics, is that it’s
never too early or too late to say
thanks. I also want to thank many of
you individually for your personal
interventions. Much of which, were
done at your own expense and sacri-
fice. Barbadians in Toronto, in my
mind, came alive in the last election.”

The prime minister said the efforts
of the three branches of the
Democratic Labour Party – United
Kingdom, United States of America
and Canada – to sensitize Barbadians
living on the island and abroad to the
issues at stake in the last election;
putting the election into context,
made a difference.

CONFUSED
Taking jabs at the Opposition,

Thompson said his style was to
“Consult and listen to the people,
“this, of course is foreign to our detrac-
tors and this is what has them so con-
fused. Because they would have
expected us to come out to the gates
like a bull at the rodeo. But to my
mind, you don’t do that when you are
laying the foundation for 25 years in
office,” said the PM.

“The previous administration bedaz-
zled Barbados and Barbadians, to my
mind, at home and abroad, about its
economic management, its fiscal
prowess and its ability. He criticized
the previous government for spending
money “in the most bizarre of circum-
stance” - the highway contract, the
astronomical operating cost of the
National Housing Corporation (with
very little housing for Barbadians to
show) and the purchasing of buses.

Thompson promised to tackle high
unemployment; protect the west
coast, concentrate on a state-of-the-art
national healthcare institution for 

visitors and residents, and utilise the
skills of retired Barnadians through
the setting up of the Foundation for
Corporate Social Responsibility and
Philanthropy.

The PM will also change the
Returning Nationals Programme 
concessions structure, including a name
change to Barbadians Networkers
Program.

As promised in the manifesto, the
Prime Minister’s office has set up a
governance commission to review and
examine current loopholes in the sys-
tem of Public Administration in
Barbados and propose a series 
of reform. A draft Freedom of
Information Bill was presented to
Cabinet last Thursday and the
Integrity and Public Life Legislation,
which covers issues such as the decla-
ration of assets, conflict of interest
issues, conduct of parliamentarians,
will available within the next two
weeks. The PM said this is vitally nec-
essary for the orderly and honest run-
ning of Barbados. “For Barbados to
grow we have to remove all semblance
of political tribalism,” said the PM.
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CASTRIES, St Lucia (CMC):

L EADERS OF the nine-
member Organisation of
Eastern Caribbean States

(OECS) have given their full
commitment to a proposal to
establish a political union with
Trinidad and Tobago.

Grenada’s Prime Minister,
Tillman Thomas, who is also the
OECS chairman, said the leaders
gave full agreement to the initiative
at a one-day summit in Castries
recently.

The leaders will meet with
Trinidad’s Prime Minister, Patrick
Manning, in St Kitts next month to
further discuss the initiative to
establish an economic and political
union by 2011 and 2013 respective-
ly. It was initially agreed to by
Manning and the leaders of St
Lucia, St Vincent and the
Grenadines and Grenada.

The Vincentian Prime Minister,
Dr. Ralph Gonsalves, speaking to
reporters after the meeting, said the
decision by the sub-regional leaders
to embrace the concept was “excel-
lent news for the region and for the
peoples of the OECS.”

“We must now seize the time. We
can’t dance and pussyfoot and wait

around hoping that something else
would turn up,” he said.

Gonsalves described the Trinidad
leader as a deeply committed
regionalist, and said that the oil
rich twin-island republic is a major
economic force in the southern and
eastern Caribbean.

“Indeed, it helps us that they
(Trinidad and Tobago) should want
to come on board by 2011, after we
would have put in place our own
economic union by 2009. So that
when they come to us to work out
all the modalities we would have
had our economic union in place,
which is of great interest to us in
the OECS,” he added.

BE N E F IT
But, the Vincentian leader said

that the arrangement would also
benefit Trinidad and Tobago.

“Anytime you have a strong econ-
omy and it is deepening its integra-
tion with its neighbours, it further
strengthens it so this is a win-win
situation for everybody,” he added.

Making reference to a number 
of commonalities within the 
sub-region, such as a Central Bank,

Til lman Thomas Patrick Manning

Dr Ralph Gonsalves Stephenson King
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Spec ia l  ass i s tant  to  the  Brooklyn
B o r o u g h  p r e s i d e n t ,  Y v o n n e
G r a h a m  ( a t  p o d i u m ) ,  j o i n s  l o c a l
polit ical and community leaders in
an  appea l  fo r  a id  fo r  hur r i cane -
damaged Haiti .

Brooklyn
cries ‘help’

for Haiti
NYC:
SPECIAL ASSISTANT to the
Brooklyn Borough president,
Yvonne Graham, is appealing
to the public to donate desper-
ately needed supplies for
storm-ravaged Haiti.

Graham, on the weekend,
joined leaders of the Haitian
community and elected officials
gathered at the Flatbush
Reformed Church in Brooklyn
in calling for increased assis-
tance for the thousands of
Haitians rendered homeless by
four hurricanes, which deci-
mated the country recently.
The storms – Fay, Gustav,
Hanna and Ike – flooded farm-
lands and destroyed houses
and infrastructure.

COMMON MOTTO
“I know that Brooklynites

have come together to support
natural disaster relief efforts
around the world, and that we
all share the same compassion
for the residents of Haiti. After
all, Brooklyn shares a common
motto with Haiti: “In unity
there is strength,” said Special
Assistant Graham.

Governor David Paterson has
directed the opening of the New
York Army National Guard
Armory in Brooklyn to allow for
the collection of donated relief
supplies. The facility at 1579
Bedford Avenue at Union
Street  will  be  open  through

PM supports
diversity

By Neil Armstrong

TORONTO, Canada:
WEEKS BEFORE Canada’s October
14, elections, PM Stephen Harper is
looking to mend fences in the black
and ethnic community.

Last week, members of the groups
had pressed for widespread insititu-
tional changes, especially in employ-
ment, representation and education.

But, speaking in a roundtable dis-
cussion for media from ethnic com-
munities at a hotel in Toronto recent-
ly, the Harper promised change over
time in the makeup of the public
service to reflect the varied ethnic
groups, and eventual recognition of
foreign credentials of newcomers to
the country, in what he says will be
even greater attempts at including
minority groups.

“We want them to become success-
ful Canadians.”

N EWCOM E RS
The prime minister said Canada

has welcomed over 600,000 newcom-
ers in the two-and-a-half years since
the Conservatives have been in office.

“We have done things to improve
the lives of newcomers, cutting the
Right of Landing fee introduced by
the previous government, cut it in
half from $1,000 to $500. We have
invested in settlement programmes,
introduced the Canadian Experience
Programme in 2007, the first time
that foreign students can apply.” He
said his government is trying to mod-
ernize the immigration system to
deal with the problem the govern-
ment inherited.

In addition Harper says his gov-
ernment is “doing everything to
address the issue of racism.”

The topic of racism, especially for
black minority job seekers in Canada,
had been thrown into the mix, by
Delores Lawrence, chair of Operation
Black Vote Canada, as one of several
election demands.

In responding to ExtraNA queries
on the issue, Harper said Jason
Kenney, secretary of state multicul-
turalism and Canadian identity, and
Jean-Pierre Blackburn, the minister
of labour, have met with members of
the community regarding some of
these concerns.

Outlining his party’s record on
inclusion, Harper noted that the first
Chinese Canadian MP was Douglas
Young who ran in Vancouver in 1957
and that the first black Canadian MP
was Lincoln Alexander who was the
first black lieutenant-governor of
Ontario.
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Leroy McClean ( le f t ) ,  Consul  General  o f  Barbados  in  Toronto ,  and Barbados  Pr ime Minis ter  The Honourable  David
Thompson at the Delta Toronto East Hotel in Scarborough.

Reynold Austin, president of DLP Barbados (Canada) addresses the 600 atten-
dees inside the Delta Toronto East hotel for an evening with the Prime Minister.

OECS says
yes to T&T

Eastern Carib heads
back union with

twin-island republic
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judicial system and shared curren-
cy, the St Kitts and Nevis prime
minister, Dr. Denzil Douglas, said
he was extremely pleased to be part
of the OECS at this time.

“This to me confirms that we are
doing the right thing, and the initia-
tive which has been derived from a
meeting between Trinidad and

Tobago and other OECS states can
only lend to a momentum in the
deepening and widening of the
already existing OECS integration
system,” he said.

ENDORSEMENT
Host Prime Minister Stephenson

King said that the decision of the
summit was a further endorsement
and a mandate to continue the
efforts at deepening the integration
process.

He said that St Lucia would later

this week establish a national task
force that will establish a framework
for advocacy and public consulta-
tions on the proposed political union.

King said that he was also estab-
lishing an integration unit 
to deal with all matters of 
integration at both the OECS 
and Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) levels.

“This is a demonstration of our
commitment as a country to the
integration process, and I hope that
by the time we get to our meeting in

St Kitts on October 23, we would
find common ground and a common
objective in terms of the way for-
ward to the process, which hopeful-
ly will include Barbados and
Guyana,” King added.

COMMITTEE
Former St Lucia prime minister

and academic, Dr. Vaughan Lewis,
and Trinidadian diplomat Dr.
Cuthbert Joseph are included in a
committee mandated to prepare a
study on the proposed political union.

The four countries that signed
the initial declaration on the plan
said that the move would not
undermine the single market or eco-
nomic cohesion established by the
Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas,
which governs the 15-member
CARICOM grouping.

The OECS groups the islands of
Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica,
Grenada, St Lucia, St Vincent and
the Grenadines, St Kitts and Nevis,
Montserrat, Anguilla and the
British Virgin Islands.

September 26 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Soldiers from the New York
National Guard will be on hand to
receive, sort and prepare for ship-
ment donated items for the citizens
of Haiti. In addition, the state is
accepting donated items at the
Adam Clayton Powell State Office

building (West 125th Street &
Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Blvd.) in
Harlem.

Items needed include cases of
bottled water, rice, canned or dried
beans, sterno canisters, tarpaulin,
nylon cord (100’ rolls), toothbrush-

es, toothpaste, mild soaps, new
underclothes – children sizes and
new hand towels.

For more information or 
to assist, please email
relief@chamber.state.ny.us or
call (212) 681-4010.
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